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A brave new world has been unveiled for
Middlesbrough’s Middlehaven site in a plan
that will open eyes, mouths and minds across
the globe!

Middlesbrough will be at the heart of a £500
million plan, utilising both public and private
investment, that will boast world-renowned
architecture. 

The scheme, which includes waterfront
housing, offices and leisure facilities, has been
drawn up by multi award winning architect
Will Alsop. And it will put Middlesbrough
firmly on the map, setting tongues wagging
from North Ormesby to New York. 

The colourful landscape, radical design and
state-of-the-art buildings are not just a first 
for the North East or for the UK – there are 
no comparisons anywhere in the world.

But Tees Valley Regeneration – the urban
regeneration company leading the project –
has no intention of making yet another grand
announcement about Middlehaven without
the ability to deliver. 

The scheme will be delivered in three 
phases – a significant amount of the proposals

Although work on the first office development
has started a development on this scale is not
going to happen overnight. Middlehaven is a 
20 year project and, although a lot of the
infrastructure is already in place, there is 
still a long way to go. 

Now that we have unveiled our vision for 
the development, we’ll be consulting with 
a whole host of audiences. We’ll be speaking
to property developers, to businesses, large 
and small, to cultural organisations and to
leisure companies. 

We’ll be finding out what they want from
Middlehaven and will be working with them 
to ensure that their plans and designs fit 
in with the overall spirit and ‘feel’ of the
development.

But most importantly, we want to find out
what you – the people of Middlesbrough –
think. 

for phase one are at an advanced stage 
of negotiations, with a number of
announcements expected later this year. 
In fact, construction work on the first offices
has now started. 

Victorian buildings on the outskirts of the site
will be brought back into use in a cultural
quarter – housing businesses and services
which will reflect the area’s changing status. 

And other ideas pencilled in include a new
primary school, the possibility of a new theatre
or arena, a museum of digital media, a world
class public art installation, apartments set in
‘living piers’ which stretch out into the water
and leisure facilities to suit everyone’s pocket
and taste. 

For the first time, Middlesbrough will be at the
very cutting edge of contemporary architecture.
This is a world first for the Tees Valley and for
the North East. 

We believe we need to have a bold and
ambitious vision but we want to know what
you think. For details of how to register your
views please see the back page.

It’s an ambitious scheme. But what is 
in it for the people of Middlesbrough?
New jobs will be created during the
construction period but more importantly
long-term jobs will occur through the
commercial, office and retail areas. Exciting
new leisure opportunities will be brought to
the Tees Valley which will become THE place
to visit in the North East.

Who is going to live at Middlehaven?
We aim to provide a wide mix of homes -
riverside apartments and houses - at a range
of different prices. We are already talking to 
a number of house builders wanting to get on
and develop this site.

Will all these buildings actually be built?
The buildings which appear on site may 
not follow the exact designs shown on the
masterplan – developers may have their 
own equally aspirational ideas!But the 
basic concept will remain the same with 
a guarantee of absolutely no compromise 
on quality. 

Will the road infrastructure take all the
extra traffic generated by such a huge
development?
We are conscious some other big regeneration
projects have got this wrong. That is why we
are starting the £10 million improvement to
the A66 North Ormesby junction now. The
council are already well advanced on the plan
for an £11million upgrade to the Hartington
Interchange. This will provide very good traffic
access from the east and west. We are also
improving links to the station and there will
be a series of footbridges which will provide
good access for pedestrians from the town
centre.

Won’t the development merely compete
with the town centre? 
No, far from it. This will be a complementary
development creating a place to work, live and
play. A lot of thought has gone into how the
two areas ‘stitch’ together. Middlehaven will
add value to our already excellent town centre. 

Will people want to live and work next 
to a chemical complex? 
This vision and master plan is no flight of
fancy and is based on hard-nosed commercial
realities. Throughout its development the plan
has been interrogated by property developers
and property professionals. It is through their
active participation in the process – and of
course as our potential customers – that we
are confident that we can deliver. 

The chemical plant issue will not go away 
but it is not seen as a factor that will hinder
development. That is what we believe, that 
is what the developers have told us and 
that is clearly not an issue for Terrace Hill 
who are already on site and building! 

Middlesbrough at the cutting edge 
of contemporary architecture

More than 2,400 homes will be built over the
next 20 years

Work on the Terrace Hill office development
has already started on site

Middlehaven will attract the best businesses
to its state-of-the-art offices

So what
happens next?

“Now that things are really starting to happen I am sure momentum will build. The stadium 
has stood in isolation for long enough. We want away fans to leave with the impression that 
both the team and the town are winners.”
Steve Gibson, Chairman of Middlesbrough FC and Board Director, Tees Valley Regeneration

“This ground-breaking scheme will do wonders for raising the profile
of Middlesbrough and the wider region. It is set, not only to attract
much  comment, but vital investment into this part of the world.”
Margaret Fay, One North East Chairman

We know it’s a brave plan but we also know 
it is an exciting, ambitious and challenging
concept – and rightly so. 

For too long now we have accepted second
best. This plan for Middlehaven is about far
more than bricks and mortar. It is about the
transformation of people’s attitudes, hopes 
and expectations. 

Since Tees Valley Regeneration took ownership
of the project eighteen months ago progress
has been rapid, and the momentum has
continued to build until we are able to say
today, with absolute certainty “this is
happening now”. Our plans have widespread
support already and none more so than from
Middlesbrough’s Mayor Ray Mallon. We are 
all excited, hopeful and proud - and we hope
the people of Middlesbrough and the wider
Tees Valley will feel the same way.

Middlehaven
the vision

reality

“This development will bring world attention to Middlesbrough 
and catapult it towards the top of the list of places to be seen 
doing business.”
Bob Cuffe, Chairman of Tees Valley Chamber of Commerce

“English Partnerships has already invested £18 million pounds 
into this exciting project - in site clearance and ground preparation.
This tremendously impressive masterplan represents the critical next
step in making Middlehaven a reality”
Neil Bradbury, Regional Director, English Partnerships

First impressions...

to become a

“Middlehaven is the bedrock on which the future of our town will 
depend. The scale of our ambition sends an important message out to 
entrepreneurs and developers that Middlesbrough is open for business.”
Ray Mallon, Mayor of Middlesbrough

Your questions answered

To find out more about the plans for
Middlehaven visit out web site at
www.teesvalleyregeneration.co.uk.

There are a number of ways you can let 
us know what you think. Either email us at
middlehaven@teesvalleyregeneration.co.uk
or you can write to us at:
Middlehaven Project Team
Tees Valley Regeneration 
Cavendish House, 
Teesdale Business Park,
Stockton on Tees, 
Tees Valley 
TS17 6QY.  
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Tees Valley Regeneration, who are leading the Middlehaven scheme, is one
of the newly established, Government sponsored Urban Regeneration

Companies. Its role is to spearhead major physical development and inward
investment into the Tees Valley- the area comprising Hartlepool,

Darlington, Middlesbrough, Stockton and Redcar & Cleveland.

The company is owned by the national regeneration agency English
Partnerships, One NorthEast and the five Tees Valley local authorities

(Hartlepool, Darlington, Middlesbrough, Redcar and Cleveland 
and Stockton on Tees). 

In addition to its inward investment role, which is intended to generate jobs
and business growth, it has five key physical development projects including

Middlehaven and Victoria Harbour in Hartlepool, Northbank in Stockton,
Haughton Road in Darlington and Teesside International Airport.

“At first the plans may raise eyebrows - many people will be surprised at the 
bravery of planning such a scheme in Middlesbrough but for too long we have 

not just accepted second best, we have expected it. Middlehaven will be the 
spark which lights the touchpaper for the regeneration of the Tees Valley 

- a physical transformation and a personality change, heralding a new era.”

Tees Valley Regeneration

Joe Docherty, Chief Executive - Tees Valley Regeneration

Middlehaven...the facts
• 250 acre development in the heart of Middlesbrough 

• Combined public and private sector investment of £500m

• Provide up to 3,000 new jobs

• Alsop’s masterplan will transform redundant waterfront quarter into 
a groundbreaking landscape of contemporary architecture for work,
leisure and living

• Over 2,400 homes built over 20 years

• More than 800,000 square feet of commercial office development

• Significant leisure proposals, including hotels, bars, restaurants 
and world beating attractions

• Establish Middlesbrough as a forward thinking, imaginative 
and dynamic town

• Attract tourists from all over the UK and beyond

• Become a model of best practice for regeneration

• Creative vision is based on hard-nosed commercial reality

• First office developer (Terrace Hill) on site July 2004
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